135.   NOTES
September 20, 1924
SPINNING MONTH BY MONTH
From 2,780 to 4,908 is not a bad rise in one month in the num-
ber of spinners. The reader will note that the rise is appreciable
in the number of members as well as non-members. Gujarat still
holds the first place. But Andhra is evidently running a close
race. Karnatak's jump from 41 to 362, and Tamilnad's from
90 to 456 is distinctly encouraging. As a matter of fact Karnatak
should come first class, seeing that Karnatak is to have the
honour of having the Congress session this year. More returns
for the month have still to come, and they should show a distinct
rise. If the progress continues at this rate, we should soon have
a respectable total The reader will understand that these totals
are by no means exhaustive of all the voluntary spinners. The
number of irregular voluntary spinners is at least double the num-
ber of regular spinners. And naturally these totals take no note of
thousands of paid spinners. If only those who have begun
regular spinning continue at least till we have attained swaraj
(and this is by no means an immoderate expectation), we are
bound to hasten its advent.
THE PRESIDENT'S PRIZE
Maulana Mahomed Ali on whom spinning is daily growing
and who has been spinning even while conducting public busi-
ness for hours sometimes, and who insisted, for the sake of finishing
2,000 yards for the past spinning month, on spinning till midnight,
has asked me to announce a prize of five substantial charkhas to
the province that would beat Gujarat during his term of office. He
intends that these charkhas might be presented to the most deserv-
ing poor spinners of the winning province. The wheels would be
after the latest Sabarmati pattern. It is hard task to beat Guja-
rat in a spinning competition so far as the number of spinners
and the quantity of yarn are concerned. Bengal, Karnatak,
Andhra, Tamilnad may beat Gujarat as to fineness of yarn;
but Gujarat will not take a beating lightly as to the number of
voluntary spinners and even less as to quantity. But as the Mau-
lana's prize is confined to the number of spinners, so far as I
can judge, the pressure of competition is likely to be felt from